


Welcome to Today’s Great Lakes 

Health Mini Grand Rounds

ACCREDITATION This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with
the accreditation requirements and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing
Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint providership of the University at
Buffalo Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences and Great Lakes Health.

The University at Buffalo Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences is
accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

CERTIFICATION The University at Buffalo Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical
Sciences designates this live activity for a maximum of .5 AMA PRA Category 1
Credit(s)TM. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of
their participation in the activity. ME is only awarded when participating live.

The presentation is being recorded.  Please mute your audio line.



In order to receive proper CME credit, you must send an email to  

opainfo@opawny.com

Include “CME request” in the subject line 

along with the date of the presentation

Your name, credentials, group affiliation and preferred email

must be noted in the body of the message.

You will receive email confirmation of your participation

Thank you for participating today!

mailto:opainfo@opawny.com


COVID-19 Vaccine 
Update
GALE BURSTEIN, MD, MPH
ERIE COUNTY COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH
CLINICAL PROFESSOR OF PEDIATRICS, 
JACOBS SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
July 14, 2021: The information presented here is current as of today’s date 
unless otherwise noted. All data are provisional. For the latest information, 
reference links within the presentation or visit www.erie.gov/covid19

http://www.erie.gov/covid19


Why vaccinate?

COVID-19 can cause serious disease and death, 
including during pregnancy and for newborns.1 

COVID-19 vaccine is safe and effective, including 
during pregnancy. 2 

COVID-19 vaccine works. 
 96% of 183 Erie County COVID-19 related deaths 

reported in April – mid-July were NOT fully vaccinated.

Primary care is the best setting to offer COVID-19 
vaccine, just like flu or any other vaccine. 
 Those who have not yet been vaccinated will likely 

only agree if encouraged by their PCP. 3 

1https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2779182?resultClick=1
2https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety.html
3https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2106137

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2779182?resultClick=1
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety.html
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2106137


COVID-19 Pandemic among 
Unvaccinated

Last week, number of reported 
COVID-19 cases 156% compared to 
prior week

(68 cases 174 cases)

Many cases report recent travel to 
South where low vaccination rates

Many cases were not fully vaccinated



What has changed with COVID-19 vaccine

 There is no minimum or maximum COVID-19 
vaccine order requirement from ECDOH. 
 COVID-19 vaccine available from ECDOH to 

community providers Monday - Friday with 24 hours’ 
notice. 

COVID-19 vaccine storage is compatible with 
community provider vaccine refrigerator storage 
systems. 
 Pfizer and Moderna vaccines may be stored in vaccine 

refrigerator (2-8°C/36-46°F) for up to 31 and 30 days, 
respectively. 

 Janssen vaccine, stored refrigerated, remains stable 
until its expiration date.



What has changed with COVID-19 
vaccine continued

 No minimum interval between COVID-19 vaccine and 
other vaccine administration. 
 May administer COVID-19 vaccines and other vaccines 

without regard to timing. (i.e., simultaneous 
administration of COVID-19 vaccines and other vaccines 
on same day or co-administration within 14 days)

 NYSDOH eliminated penalties for responsible 
wastage of COVID-19 vaccine if a provider cannot use 
all doses in a vial due to low demand. 
 While enrolled providers should follow best practices to 

use every dose possible, but not be at the expense of 
missing an opportunity to vaccinate every eligible 
person when they are ready to get vaccinated.



https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/vaccine-demographic-data



Erie County COVID-19 Vaccine: ZIP Codes

http://www.erie.gov/covidmap

http://www.erie.gov/covidmap


COVID-19 Vaccine

Redistribution 
SARAH HOPSEKER, PHARMD

ERIE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 



Vaccine Request Form 

 No minimum or maximum quantity requirements

 Pfizer – 6 doses per vial

 Moderna – Maximum 11 doses per vial (10 -11 doses per vial)

 Requests can be made at any frequency

 Weekly/biweekly/monthly 

 Completed forms may be submitted to 
Sarah.Hopseker@erie.gov and

Melissa.Calhoun@erie.gov

mailto:Sarah.Hopseker@erie.gov
mailto:Melissa.Calhoun@erie.gov


Pick-Up Location 

 500 Commerce Dr. Amherst, NY 14228 Suite 1 

 Park in the front parking lot and call 716-406-7545

 A member of the vaccine distribution team will meet 

you at the front door 

 Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30 AM – 4 PM 



Cooler Requirements 

 Acceptable coolers: Hard-sided coolers or 
polystyrene/Styrofoam coolers 

 Soft-sided coolers should not be used for transport 

 Thermometer and temperature probe required 

 Temperature Requirements: 

 Refrigerated transport: 2 – 8 °C / 36 – 46 °F

 Frozen transport:

Moderna: -50 to -15 °C / -58 to 5 °F

Pfizer: -25 to -15 °C / -13 to 5 °F



Beyond Use Dates 

 Pfizer: Unpunctured vials must be used within 31 days 

after thawing begins 

 After the vial is punctured: Contents must be used 

within 6 hours 

 Moderna: Unpunctured vials must be used within 30 

days after thawing begins 

 After the vial is punctured: Contents must be used 

within 12 hours 



Special Considerations 

 Pfizer vaccine must be reconstituted 

 1.8 mL of 0.9% NaCl 

 Diluent will be provided 

 Moderna does NOT require reconstitution 



Transport 

Form 

Send completed form to 

Sarah.Hopseker@erie.gov

mailto:Sarah.Hopseker@erie.gov


NYSIIS Inventory 

 Manually add the vaccine information into NYSIIS inventory 





Questions? 

716-339-0238

Sarah.Hopseker@erie.gov



COVID-19 Vaccination and Pregnancy

Heather Link, MD, MPH
Clinical Assistant Professor

Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences | UB SUNY
Maternal Fetal Medicine Specialist 

Oishei Children’s Hospital | Kaleida Health 

Disclosures
Heather M. Link MD/MPH 
January 2021

CONSULTING:

World Health Organization, Geneva Switzerland March 2020, paid



COVID-19 Vaccination and Reproduction: Pregnancy, Lactation, and Fertility 
Quick Summary 

• Vaccination is safer for all aspects of reproductive function than COVID-19 infection

• Women and men seeking to conceive or undergoing infertility care should get 
vaccinated

• Women who are currently pregnant should get vaccinated

• Women who are currently lactating should get vaccinated

• We need more research to determine the impact of COVID-19 and vaccination on 
gametogenesis, particularly for men and women undergoing fertility preservation, 
but vaccination is likely to be better for fertility than COVID-19 infection 

• Clinicians need clear sound bites to confidently convey the safety of COVID-19 
vaccination 



Immunologic Changes of Pregnancy 

• Adaption of the maternal 
inflammatory response

• Changing TH1:TH2 cytokine 
profiles

• Hormonal shifts mediate 
inflammatory pathways 





Vaccination in Pregnancy 

• Vaccines currently available under the Emergency Use Authorization 
have not been tested in pregnant and lactating women 

• Moderna + Pfizer Vaccines currently available in the US are mRNA 
vaccines 

• Johnson & Johnson Vaccine is made utilizing deactivated adenovirus





Vaccination in Lactating Women 

• No vaccines have been tested in this population

• Physiology does not suggest increased risk

• Studies of donated breastmilk have found SARS-CoV-2 IgA + IgG 
antibodies in breastmilk for 2 weks after vaccination. 
• These antibodies have shown strong neutralizing effect suggesting possible 

protective effect against infection for infants



Resources 

• https://www.who.int/teams/sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-research/areas-of-work/sexual-
reproductive-health-and-rights-in-health-emergencies/covid-19

• file:///C:/Users/hmlink/Downloads/The_maternal_immune_system_during_pregnancy_and_it.p
df

• https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmra1213566

• https://cdn-links.lww.com/permalink/aog/b/aog_136_2_2020_06_02_tolcher_20-1208_sdc1.pdf

• https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html

• https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2778766

• https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMoa2104983?articleTools=true

• https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33563823/

https://www.who.int/teams/sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-research/areas-of-work/sexual-reproductive-health-and-rights-in-health-emergencies/covid-19
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmra1213566
https://cdn-links.lww.com/permalink/aog/b/aog_136_2_2020_06_02_tolcher_20-1208_sdc1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2778766
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMoa2104983?articleTools=true
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33563823/


These presentations are considered a non-certificate Regularly 

Scheduled Series, meaning that your attendance is being 

recorded by the UB CME Office, but you will not be issued a 

certificate after each session. If you need proof of attendance, 

you can order a detailed CME Transcript from the UB CME Office 

for $25 online: 

http://medicine.buffalo.edu/cme/education/records_request/tra

nscript_request.html.

The transcript will include all UB CME Certified activities that you 

have attended during the time period that you are requesting.

http://medicine.buffalo.edu/cme/education/records_request/transcript_request.html


Thank you for your participation!

The recording of today’s session and PDF of the slides, along with 

previous Mini Grand Rounds, can be found on all three sites:

https://www.kaleidahealth.org/kyi/news/?i=14428

https://www.kaleidahealth.org/coronavirus/#testing

https://opawny.com/for-physicians/mini-grand-round-series/

https://www.kaleidahealth.org/kyi/news/?i=14428
https://www.kaleidahealth.org/coronavirus/#testing
https://opawny.com/for-physicians/mini-grand-round-series/

